
2017 Council of Councils Meeting
Hampton Inn Tropicana - Las Vegas, NV

February 4, 2017

Michelle Seward, representing the host council (Neon Vanners) welcomed the reps and 
audience and thanked everyone who had helped and supported this event, especially the 
members of Neon Vanners.

Geoff thanked Neon Vanners for hosting the event and called the meeting to order. He reminded 
everyone about the cell phone rules. $5 fine if your cell phone rings during the meeting.  $10 
fine if you answer it.  $20 fine if you're sneaky and start answering and communicating via text 
message.  Taz made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes from the 2016 meeting.

Geoff welcomed everyone and introduced the Council of Councils (CofC) Board: Himself, Dave 
"Astro" Hufstader, Kathy Willis and John Cunningham.

Roll Call: Geoff thanked the 22 councils who registered for the meeting on line.  That helps the 
CofC Board bring an accurate council roster at the beginning of the meeting, with less 
corrections during roll call.  Kathy reiterated that the address we need is the permanent and 
stable council address of the council, not just the name and address of the rep who is currently 
attending the meeting.

Geoff imposed a 1-minute limit on updates for each council during roll call to keep the Roll Call 
from taking up too much meeting time.  There were 26 councils present during roll call.

George Kettell presented his jacket, representing 45 years of vanning, to Joe Madonia as an 
item to display in the Museum of Vanning.

Bids for hosting the 2018 Council of Councils meeting:  Bids need to be in to the CofC Board by 
January 15.



Vintage Chevy Van Council (VCVC):  Voodoo on the Bayou 2: Romp in the Swamp.  Maison St. 
Charles Hotel New Orleans, LA  February 22 - 25, 2018.  There is a very good seafood 
restaurant connected to hotel. The hotel has129 rooms.  Friday and Saturday there will be 100 
rooms in the CofC block.  Handicapped rooms are available.  Room rates are $129 – 189 pus 
sales tax of 5.75% and $1.00 transportation tax.  These special vanner rates available from 
February 18 - 26.  Free wi-fi and continental breakfast.  The breakfast area will be both 
hospitality room and registration.  There is an on-site fitness room.  Meeting room is the same 
as the party room.  There will be a band on Friday night and a DJ on Saturday night.  

The New Orleans airport is 15 miles west of the city.  Transportation available:  Street Car on St. 
Charles Ave. (day/week/month passes available), rental car, cab, Uber, Lyft, Airport Limo ($100 
for 18 people), airport shuttle.  Amtrak is less than a mile from the hotel and walk to hotel from 
the nearest station. Lots of things to do and see in New Orleans.  A week to 10 days after 
winning the bid VCVC will get the info out. Valet parking $15 per night (regular rate is $25 per 
night). Room Rates with tax:  $150.25 single queen, $161.82 standard king, $173.31 standard 
double queen, $219.67 for suite. See hotel’s updated website for photos of rooms/facilities at 
http://www.maisonstcharles.com/ .  Do not go to the hotel website to book rooms.  Call the hotel 
directly at to 504-522-0187 to make the reservations and mention "Van Council Meeting" to get 
the group rate.  There will be a van show.  

Wisconsin Van Council (WVC):  Ed Gray says Wisconsin Van Council proposed an all inclusive 
group tour to the Riu Jalisco in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico from February 7 - 11, 2018 (4 nights 5 
days; Wednesday through Sunday.) for the 2018 CofC meeting.  Fox World Travel  will handle 
all the details. The hotel is subject to change.  In an all inclusive property, all food and 
beverages are complimentary.  There is a bar in every room.  The cost for two people in hotel 
room is approximately $1,000 but costs cannot be verified until April. The price does not include 
airfare.  There are possible group discounts for airfare.

Astro reminded everyone that no matter who wins the bid, you always get the latest and correct 
information on www.councilofcouncils.com, which always points to the current CofC meeting.

Judith spoke about the memorial for deceased vanners.  The electronic memorial is 
permanently stationed in the Museum of Vanning.  Joe noted that the Museum has the original 
books and the electronic material which are on permanent display.  But, the memorial can only 
be as good as the input from the vanners.  Please be sure to provide details like when the 
vanner passed away, what club (or clubs) the vanner belonged to.  Also, other info like his 
nickname, his van, any vanning (or other) accomplishments.  There was also a suggestion 
about making a website with what information is needed for the memorial.

The original display was too big and heavy to carry around from event to event, so the electronic 
version was created, but, at this point, it is stationary in the museum.  So, Judith suggested that 
she make a banner and vanners can send 2" x 3" rectangular, or 3" diameter round patches to 
be sewn on it to display at each Van Nationals.  Basically, a "traveling banner".  The patches 
need to be kept in standard sizes (possibly in the shape of a van) and contain the vanners 
name, club, DOB and DOD.  Wisconsin Van Council will give Judith the information it has on a 
patch maker who will make small quantities of patches, like, one.  On a very important note, it is 
the responsibility of the vanners to get the patches to Judith.  She's not going to hound anyone 
for patches.



44th National Truck-in®:  Lew, representing the 44th National Truck-in® , presented $1000 to the 
45th National Truck-in® for seed money as part of the "pay forward" process we have been 
doing in recent years.  

45th National Truck-in® July 12 - 16, 2017 in Mansfield, Ohio:  Coop noted that the reps should 
have all read the flier so he went directly to the Q & A portion.   They have 80+ pre-reg.  Bible 
ads and trophy sponsorships are needed. Vanners may sign up in advance for the blood drive at 
the van show.  Early arrivals place to park is in the parking lot for free beginning Saturday.  
There are no facilities in the parking lot as of now but something may be arranged.  There will 
be a permanent SLUT bus route in the fairgrounds.  The gate opens Monday morning at 10:00 
am. There are only 20 golf carts for rent $200 per week or bring your own.  Private Port a Johns 
are available Mon thru Sun for rental at $150, with daily cleanup.  Coop will investigate and put 
on website if there are rental trailers available to be dropped off in fairgrounds.  The grounds are 
flat with 75% of it on pavement.  

There was a discussion of having a trophy for the Youngest Vanner Driving Through the Gate in 
his own van.  This trophy is a good way to promote vanning to younger people.  There was an 
“All Drivers Under 18” trophy discussion.

Scheduled topics:

1.  Nordic Van Council  Marius wanted to know if there is any interest in coming to Scandinavia 
(Sweden, Norway) for the CofC meeting in 2019.  Nordic Van Council voted that they want to 
host the CofC in 2019 because it will be the 40th anniversary of their council. Vanners could fly 
to Oslo, Norway, tour around Europe and then go to Sweden on Saturday for the CofC meeting.  
Hotels are at approximately $150 - 175 per night per person ($350 per room, double occupancy, 
and you can't put 4 vanners per room) and includes 5 meals during the CofC event.  It's cheaper 
in Sweden, but Oslo is better suited for side trips, with more travel facilities (airports, etc.).  Air 
fair from the US is approximately. $200 - $400 if you plan ahead.  When asked about how high 
the cost of beer is over there, the response was "It's cheaper than what we had to pay at the 
party in this hotel last night."  The weather will be cold (32 – 40 degrees Fahrenheit, normally). 
The rate of exchange is high -  10 Kronos to $1 USD.  Nordic Van Council will officially bid for 
2019 at the 2018 meeting, as there was a big show of hands when asked for interest.

2. Maryland Van Council:   Gary brought up drunk driving at events.  There was a discussion 
that is up to all vanners (not just host club) to make sure that you do not let drunk driving 
happen.

3.  Wisconsin Van Council:  Ed suggested that there needs to be a form that every host of CofC 
fills out to help the next year’s CofC hosts convince the hotels with $, room rentals, banquet 
data, etc.  Michelle stated that some hotels will forward the info to the next year’s hotel if you 
ask.   They generally call that package of information "Banquet Orders".

Geoff stated that the CofC Board has been trying to do this.  For example, we got a nice report 
from Colorado, but not yet from Texas.  Bill, the Texas Van Federation (TVF) rep, said he would 
get the info from the TX CofC 2016 meeting to the CofC Board.  Amie noted that VCVC did this 
for the CofC 2014 meeting in New Orleans.



4.  Northwest Van Council:  Ma wanted to record the number of attendees at CofC and have a 
registration form for individual vanners.  She said the number of rooms booked doesn't tell you 
what the total number of attendees was.  A discussion ensued.

5.  Social Media:  Billo from Northern California Van Council suggested that vanners 
forward/copy/share fliers no matter where the van run is to get the information out to a larger 
audience.  Dave said that is good, but it is limited to the social media friends you already have.  
To get a wider audience, you need to put the info on vanning.com.  Most folks looking for 
vanning information will use a search engine and get sent to vanning.com before it will show you 
the social media links.  

Michelle from Northern California Van Council stated that we need to talk to young people to 
find out what social media they use and post events on those sites as well (Instagram, Twitter, 
etc.). Chris from Northwest Van Council said younger people use Instagram to promote their 
clubs and events and also asked if vanners would like to some to Seattle for a CofC meeting.  
Seattle was the host for the 1992 CofC meeting.

Unscheduled Topics -  Open Discussion:

1.  Museum of Vanning: Joe thanked Sunshine Vanners for their donations. He thanked Tom in 
Cincinnati for raising money to get the donated van to the museum.  He thanked the Nordic Van 
Council’s support with cabinet purchase and selling merchandise in Europe.  They have been 
helping immensely behind the scenes.  He also thanked the Karson family for putting together a 
piece of Chris’ van and sending to museum, and Ed Huff for getting the donated van to the 
Museum.  Joe gave an update on the vanner bar and said it was in the body shop and should 
be painted by next week.  The banners are hung and there are still more.  He said he needed 
more mannequins for the donated jackets. There was a survey at the last Nats and the results 
were that more historical vanning memorabilia was needed.  There are plans to build a guest 
room with restroom privileges at the Museum.  Joe mentioned that there was an anonymous 
donor for the land and building.

Joe stated that knows he is always asking for money through fundraisers and wants to make 
vanners aware that all the money goes to the Museum.  The Museum is a registered non-profit 
organization.  Vanners’ donations are making this museum happen. Display cases in the 
Museum are available for $800. Commemorative bricks – there are 3 levels available – see Joe 
for details. There is a Ring of Honor which is a 10” border around the building for 8x10 picture of 
vanners next to their vans – send picture to Joe and he will frame it and display.  The annual 
Christmas Party in FL raised $1000 for the Museum during the event.  There is a membership 
program available in three tiers:  individual/family/heavy truckers.  Patch and membership cards 
will be available for members. 

Larry stated that he has been to the Museum and informed all the reps at this meeting that Joe 
and Bonnie did not use their own money to build the museum.  The anonymous benefactor 
cannot keep making donations for upgrades so that is why the membership program is in place.  
All vanners should be involved and buy a membership for sustainable income for the Museum.  
If you need help with social media – get in touch with Larry or Joe.  There was a reminder that 
the non-profit Museum accepts tax deductible contributions and houses a permanent place for 
vanning memorabilia.  



2.  Pacific Van Council:   Tom Chronister asked if there was any interest in having the Nats in 
California.  There was an informal show of hands for interest.  They are looking at Ventura 
County Fairgrounds.  More information will be available at a later date.

3. Website Clarification:  Astro stated that groups can post events on vanning.com and gave a 
clarification of CofC websites.  The  www.councilofcouncils.com  link is the current year’s host 
site.  The  www.councilofcouncils.org  link is the Council of Council Board's website for a library 
and resources.  He stated that hosts do not need to buy a domain each year as the 
www.councilofcouncils.com site is available.  Tina asked if the list of councils could be put back 
on the website.  Astro said that only public information can be put on the site.

Astro also clarified the NATS websites.  The  www.vannationals.com  link is for the current 
National Truck-in®.  The  www.vannationalsboard.org  link is for information regarding the 
National Truck-in® Board and its activities.

4. Council of Councils meeting for 2018:  Geoff thanked both groups for bidding for CofC 2018.  
The votes were tallied and the winner for 2018 CofC is New Orleans, hosted by VCVC.  Council 
of Council's page (http://www.councilofcouncils.org/ ), www.vanning.com and the host club’s 
page is where you can find out hotel info/pricing and other relevant information.  

Judith stated that the same few groups host the CofC meeting.  Other vanners that haven’t done 
so before, should think about hosting so that we can go to different locations.  Vanners can get 
a lot of help with the information and process to host a CofC.  Just contact those councils who 
have already hosted the event.  They'll share what it takes to host a successful CofC meeting.

5. 2018 National Truck-In®:  Judith stated that it was unknown at this time where the Nats in 
2018 will be.   There were two bids from the Midwest area and she will know more in about 6 
weeks and will publicize.

6. Closing:  Kathy thanked Cindy Lou and Michelle of Neon Vanners for their leadership and 
Paula for her computer support for this CofC meeting.  Neon Vanners forwarded the pass-a-long 
plaque to VCVC.  Commemorative patches for the Council reps were distributed.  Cindy Lou 
and Michelle mentioned the schedule of events for today. 

Billo made a motion to adjourn and the meeting was concluded at approximately12:30 PM.

ATTENDEES AT THE 2017 COUNCIL OF COUNCILS MEETING:  

1. A.L.I.V.E.

2. Colorado Van Council

3. Corn Belt Van Council

4. Downstate Illinois Van Council

5. Florida Van Council

6. Heart of America Van Council



7. Maryland Van Council

8. Midwest Van Council

9. Missouri Van Council

10. National Street Van Association

11. New England Van Council

12. New Jersey Van Council

13. Northern California Van Council

14. Northwest Van Council

15. Nordic Van Council

16. Ontario Federation of Vanners

17. Pacific Van Council

18. Pennsylvania Van Council Inc.

19. Quebec Van Council (AVQO)

20. Southern Ohio Van Council

21. Texas Van Federation

22. Vanner Coalition

23. Vintage Chevy Van Council

24. V.O.I.C.E.S.

25. VW T4 T5 Van Council UK

26. Wisconsin Van Council

2017 meeting minutes taken by Paula Anderson (Neon Vanners) and John M. Cunningham, 
Secretary of the CofC Board


